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SUBJECT: UNCTAD COPPER MEETING, APRIL 17 - 21, 1978 

1 . MISSION COMMODITIES OFFICER WAS ADVISED ON MONDAY BY EC 
DEL TO JUTE MEETING THAT A COORDINATING MEETING ON COPPER 
WAS HELD AT THE EC COMMISSION IN BRUSSELS LAST WEEK. WHILE 
THE EC DEL DID NOT HAVE MANY SPECIFICS, HE INDICATED THAT 
ONE OF THE MAJOR INTERVENTIONS DURING THAT MEETING WAS BY 
MICHAEL JOHNSON OF THE UK. JOHNSON REPORTEDLY INDICATED 
THAT THE UK HAD UNDERTAKEN A THOROUGH ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE 
OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF A PRODUCER/CONSUMER FORUM ON COPPER 
TO UNCTAD, STARTING FROM THE BASIS THAT THE BODY SHOULD BE 
TOTALLY INDEPENDENT OF UNCTAD. HOWEVER, BY THE TIME THEY 
HAD COMPLETED THEIR WORK, THEY CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT 
IN FACT THIS BODY COULD NOT AND SHOULD NOT BE INDEPENDENT OF 
UNCTAD. 

2. THESE ARE ADMITTEDLY VERY VAGUE AND SKETCHY COMMENTS ON 
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WHAT HAPPENED AT THE MEETING BUT THE MISSION IS CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF SUCH A UK POSITION AND WOULD FIND 
IT USEFUL IF EMBASSY LONDON AND USEC COULD MAKE FURTHER 
INQUIRIES AS TO THE UK POSITION AND THE POSITION THE EC 
MIGHT TAKE RESPECTIVELY. AS NOTED IN SEVERAL RECENT CABLES 
ON COMMODITY MEETINGS, MISSION IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY 
CONCERNED OVER THE ROLE BEING PLAYED BY THE UK. WE SEEM TO 
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FIND OURSELVES MORE AND MORE IN THE POSITION OF THE UK 
PUSHING FOR COMPROMISES WHICH GO AGAINST THE US POSITION AND 
HAVE FOUND THAT THE POSITIONS TAKEN BY THE UK DELS DURING 
THE MEETINGS ARE OFTEN DIFFERENT FROM THOSE WE ARE LED TO 
BELIEVE WILL BE TAKEN PRIOR TO THE MEETING. 

3. THE MISSION HAS RECEIVED A DRAFT COPY OF AN INTERNAL 
UNCTAD SECRETARIAT PAPER PREPARED AT THE REQUEST OF SEVERAL 
LDC PRODUCERS DEALING WITH THE QUESTION OF LINKAGE TO 
UNCTAD. THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT WELL STRUCTURED AND THE SPECI- 
FIC WAY A BODY COULD BE LINKED TO UNCTAD IS LEFT UNCLEAR 
EXCEPT FOR THE ONE OPTION OF CREATING A COMMITTEE ON COPPER 
SIMILAR TO THE COMMITTEE ON TUNGSTEN, RESPONSIBLE TO THE 
TRADE DEVELOPMENT BOARD. THE PAPER DOES STATE THAT WITH 
RESPECT TO SUCH AN OPTION, THE SECRETARIAT FEELS THERE IS 
UNLIKELY TO BE ANY SUPPORT EXCEPT FROM CHINA, PERU AND 
NORWAY. THE MAIN THRUST OF THE PAPER SEEMS TO BE TO CREATE 
A BODY WHICH WOULD ENABLE UNCTAD TO RETAIN THE POSSIBILITY 
OF TAKING INITIATIVES ON ITS OWN. THE MAIN DISTINCTION THE 
SECRETARIAT SEEMS TO BE DRAWING IS BETWEEN THE FUNCTIONS OF 
SUCH A BODY RELATED TO DECISION MAKING AS COMPARED TO THOSE 
RELATED TO RESEARCH, PREPARATION OF DOCUMENTS, STATISTICS 
GATHERING, ETC. MISSION OFFICER IS HAVING LUNCH ON WEDNES- 
DAY WITH CANADIAN AND AUSTRALIAN REPS WHO HAVE ALSO GATHERED 
SOME FURTHER INFORMATION ON CURRENT THINKING IN THE UNCTAD 
SECRETARIAT AND SEVERAL OTHER PRODUCERS AND WILL REPORT ANY 
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NEW INFORMATION FOLLOWING THAT LUNCHEON. VANDEN HEUVEL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COPPER, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 1 1 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GENEVA05384 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 55-0502 

Format: TEL 

From: GENEVA USEEC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780471 /aaaacimg. tel 

Line Count: 95 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 984c20b3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3013276 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNCTAD COPPER MEETING, APRIL 17 - 21, 1978 
TAGS: ETRD, UNCTAD 
To: STATE LONDON 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/984c20b3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



